


rere we Ae. ts CaS m @ it Owe 





; 


XXV. 


MEMOIRS 


OF 


LITER ATftUE & 





Monpvay, Anguft 28. 


1710. 





To be continued Weekly. 





I, 


EPIS TOL A primim Ietalice feri- 
pta, dein Latiné reddita ; in qua expli- 
cantur Mens & Doétrina Patrum Socie- 
tatis Jefu circa Controverfiam Sinenfem. 
1710. 

That is, A Letter, written firft in Italian, 
and then tranflated into Latin, fhewing 
what are the Thoughts and the Dottrine of 
the Fefuits, concerning the Chinefe Con- 
troverfy. 1710. in 8vo. pagg. 24. with- 
out the Name of the Place, -where it has 
been printed. 


Sik Letter has been lately printed in 
Germany ; it contains a clear Account 
of the Chinefe Controverfy ; and the 
Opinion of the Jefuits concerning chat Difpute, 
is very neatly explained. 

The whole Controverfy confifts of thefe 
Two Heads. 1. The Honour, which the Céji- 
nefe pay to Confucius, and their Anceftors. 2. 
Some Words made ufe of, to fignify the True 
God. As tothe firft Article, the Jefuits lay 
down as a certain Rule, that no outward Adi- 
on, by its own Nature, and abitracted from 
the Intention of him, by whom it is perform- 
ed, and has been infticuted, can be look'd upon 
as a Religious A@, rather than a Civil one, 
Wherefore, in order to know whether the Cdi- 
ne(e Ceremonies are fuperftitious or no, ‘tis ne- 
ceflary to confider the publick Intention , and 
the Defign of thofe who practife them. For 
inftance, there is a Neceflity to enquire, Whe- 
ther the Ceremonies, obferved in Honour of 
Confucius and the Anceftors, have been efta- 


blith’d by the Laws of the Empi:e, with a De- 


—| 


fign, thae thofe who praéife them, fhould 
thereby acknowledge , that the Dignity of 
thofe Perfons exceeds that of Human Nature, 
If it be fo, thofe Ceremonies mutt be account- 
ed Religious ; otherwife they are merely Civil 
and Political. But, fays the Author, how fhall 
we be informed about it ? If the Queftion was 
to know , Whether thofe Ceremonies are law- 
ful or unlawful, one might confule the Scri- 
ptures, the Fathers, the Councils, the Decrees 
of the Popes. But the Queftion is, to know 
the Intention of the Chinefe in the Practice Wf 
thofe Ceremonies: The Chinefe themfelves, or 
their Books, mutt be neceflarily confulted, 

The Jefuits have confulted the Literati among 
the Chinefe, and the Emperor of China himfelf, 
All of ’em anfwer’'d unanimoufly , That this 
way of Honouring Confucius and their Ance- 
ftors, was only defign’d to exprefs their Grati+ 
tude tothem, and to raife inthe Minds of their 
Children a due Kefpect for their Parents and 
Tutors : They expect nothing from them; nor 
do they acknowledge any thing in them, tha¢ 
is above Human Nature, 

The Jefuics infer from thence, that the Ho- 
nour paid to Confucius and the Anceftors, is not 
unlawful, if ic be confider’d as it has been pre- 
{crib’d by the Laws of the Empire. For if 
fome Superfticious Heathens carry the thing 
farther, the Jefuits blame chem for it, 

As for the Second Article, relating to the 
Words Xam-Ti, and Tien, made ufe of by the 
Chinefe to fignify God; the Jefuits lay down 
as a Principle, that tis impoflible for a Man of 
ripe Years tro be abfolutely ignorane of the 
Exiftence of God ; and confequently, that the 
Chinefe cannot be in a perfect Ignorance of that 
Supreme Being. Which being fo ; can any 
one believe, chat among Five hundred thoufand 
Chinefe Characters, each of which makes a 
Word by it felf, there is not fo much as one 
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the Deity ? It may be, that fome 
veovahr gst ufe of a Character fignifying 
the Deity, co denote a Creature ; but ‘tis im- 
poflible to conceive that the Chinefe had no 
Words to exprefs the Deity. i... 

Ir appears, after a careful Examination, that 
the Chine/e have no other Words, to exprefs the 
Divine Perfeétions, than Xam-Ti and Tien ; 
from whence the Jefuits infer, chat thofe Words 
are the Names of God among the Chinefe. Ic 
cannot be objected that they are not the Names 
of the True God, becaufe they have fome o- 
ther Signification : For in all Languages there 
are feveral equivocal Words, which fignify one 
thing in a proper Senfe, and another in a figu- 
rative Senfe. This is the lefs to be wonder’d 
at among the Chinefe, becaufe they are very 
fond of Allegories. 

The Jefuirs had Three Reafons, among o- 
thers, for allowing their New Converts the Ufe 
of thofe Words, to fignify the Deity. 1. They 
followed the Example of the Apottles, who 
did not {cruple to ufe the general Name, where- 
by the Greeks or the Romans denoted the Dei- 
ty, tho’ thofe Heathens beftowed that Name 
upon their Idols. 2. They defign’d by this 
Method to fight the Atheiftical Chinefe with 
their own Weapons, by fhewing them that 
their Anceftors acknowledged a God, and 
call’d him by a certain Name. a By 
this means they gave a folid Anfwer to the 

Emperor of China, who ask'd them, How it 
came to pafs that God, whofe Goodnefs, Ju- 
ftice, and Providence they did fo much extol, 
fuffered fo vaft an Empire to be fo long de- 

rived of the True Religion? How will the 
éfuits anfwer that Queftion ? Will they jufti- 
fy the Conduct of God, by alledging Origi- 
fal Sin ? Should they take this Method, they 
would explain an Obfcurity by a greater Ob- 
fourity. Their Anfwer ought to be this ; viz. 
That the Cbinefe themfelves are the only Caufe 
of their Misfortune ; That tho’ they knew 
God, they did not glorify him like God. But 
if the material Heaven, and its Adtivity , be 


underftood by the Words Xam-Ti and Tien ; 


the Complaints of the Chinefe againft Provi- 
dence will appear well grounded , and ir will 
be impoflible to give em a good Anf{wer. 
Atthe End of this-Letter, the Author ex- 
plains the Thoughts of the Jefuits, concerning 
the Decree of Clement X1. which condemns 
the ChincfeCeremonies. They have a due Re- 
fpect for that Decree , and are refolved to get 
it obferved to the utmoft of their Power, fince 
it condemns nothing but what they themfelves 
condemn. The Quettion is to know, Whe- 
ther or no Father Martini gave a faithful Ac- 
count of the Chinefe Ceremonies to Pope A- 
lexander VII. M. Maigrot denies it, and the 
Jefuits affirm it. The a Fm will not lofe their 
Caufe, unlefs the Pope condemns Father Mar- 
tinis Account. Nothing has been defin’d a- 
ainft them, as the Author makes it appear 
rom the very Words of the Decree. He an- 
fwers the Arguments alledg’d by a Doéor of 
the Sorbonne, to fhew that the Relation of Fa- 
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ther Martini has been condemned by the De. 
cree of Clement XI. |! 
to prove, that the Jefuits need not be afraid of 
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Laftly , He endeavour, 


Lofing their Caufe, tho’ the Matter fhould ba 
brought to a new Examination. 
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R., SALOMONIS JARCHI 
Commentarius Hebraicus in Pentatey. 
chum, latine verfus, cum duobus vetuttif. 
fimis Codicibus MSS. -collatus, & notis 
illuftratus 4 Joanne Friderico Breithaupto, 
S. Cef. Majeft. & Duc. Sax. Confiliario, 
Gothe , typis Rayherianis. 1740. in 

to. 

That is, Zhe Commentary of Rabbi Solomon 
Jarchi upon the Pentateuch, Tranflated into 
Latin, and Tlluftrated with Notes, by John 
Frederick Breithaupt. Gotha. 1710, 
in 4to. 


HE Commentaries of Solomon Farchi 
_ have appeared to feveral Learned Men of 
great ufe to underftand the Old Teftament. 
The late M. Scherzerus tranflated into Latin his 
firft Section of the Pentateuch; to which he 
added feveral Notes collected from other feawifh 
Writers. That Piece was publifh’d with the Aéer- 
caba of Maimonides, and Abarbanel’s Commen- 
tary upon the Prophet Haggai. The whole was 
entitled, Trifolium Orientale. That Edition be- 
ing fold off, Dr. George Abichtins, Profeflor of 
the Oriental Languages in the Univerfity of Leip. 
fick, revifed and mended the 77rifcliam publifh’d 
by his Predecefflor , and added to it the fecond 
Section of the Pentateuch with a Latin Tranflae 
tion, and feveral Remarks like thofe of Scher- 
zerus. He publifh’'d in the fame Volume the 
Commentary of Aben Ezra upon Haggai tran- 
flated into Latin, This Colle&ion, entitled, 
Selecta Rabbinica came out at Leipf@ckinthe Year 
1705. M. Reland looks upon Rabbi Farchi as 
one of the beft Interpreters we have ; and tells 
us in his Preface to the Analecta Rabbinica, that 
when he met wich any Difficulty in the Hebrew 
Text of the Bible , the Explications of that 
Fewifh Door appear'd to him more fatisfaéto- 
ry than thofe of the Great Criticks, or any other 
Commentator. 

M. Breithaupt has tranflated into Lain not on- 
ly the Commentariesof R. archi upon the Pen- 
tateuch, but alfo thofe of the fame Writer upon 
the other Books of the Old Teftament. The 
Style of that Commentator is fo fhort and con- 
cife, that ’tis no eafy thing to underftand him 
in feveral Places, without the help of other 
Fewifh Interpreters. Befides , when he menti- 
ons the Traditionsof the fewsrecorded in theif 
Writings, he never quotes the Chapter nor the 
Page ; which gives no {mall Trouble ro a Tran- 
flator. That Rabbin, who lived in the XIIth. 
Century, mentions feveral French Words , that 
have been very much corrupred, and cannot be 


eafily 
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eafily underftood. M. Breithaup: has overcome 
all chofe Difficulties. The Style of his Tranfla- 
tion is not very elegant ; but it is clear, and 
fully expreffes the Senfe of the Author. He 
defign’d to publifh the Hebrew Texe with his 
Verfion; but he changed his Mind, confidering 
that there are many printed Copies of thatRab- 
bin. This Tranflacion may be of great ule 
upon feveral Accounts. Thofe , who apply 
themfelves to Rabbinical Learning, will be en- 
abled by this means to underftand the Com- 
mentaries of Rabbi Farchi. Others, who de- 
fire to be informed of the Traditions of the 
Fews, will fully fatisfy their Curiofity by read- 
ing this Author, and the Notes of the Tranila- 
tor. The Study of this Commentator is alfo 
neceflary to difpute with the Fews, and con- 
fute their Errors. I add, that when there is 


any Difficulty in the Phrafeology of the Sacred _ 


Writers, which wants to be cleared, Rabbi far- 
cli explains it very carefully. There are feve- 
ral Things ia this Weiter, chat may be alledged 
againit the Fews with great Advantage. If, 
for Inftance , the Modern Fews deny chat the 
Meflias is to be underftood by the Word Scbilo, 
Gen. XLIX. 10. they may be confuted by the 
Authority of this Interpreter, who agrees with 
the Chriftians in his Explication of that Word. 
I omit fome other Advantages, that will arife 
from M. Breithaupt’s Performance. The re- 
maining part of his Tranflation willbe publifh’d 
in time. 
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TIT. 


DE HUMANTS affectibus ciendis 
& coercendis ad hominem de eorumdem 
fervitute manumittendum, & ad liberta- 
tem Chriftiani inftituti, feu per Regiam 
Coeli viam manuducendum. Opus tri- 
bus Tomis digeftum,moribus corrigendis, 
Vitiis amovendis , virtutibus promoven- 
dis, pietati fovendx, amoliendx impieta- 
ti accommodatum, uberrima varix eru- 
ditionis Sacro-profanx fupellectili , Fro- 
rulentis SS, Patrum aflertis, doctrinis, & 
Sacrarum Scripturarum interpretamentis 
locupletatum. Sacris prafertim Concio- 
natoribus, viris afcetis, & Evangelica- 
rum virtutum culture addictis perutile. 
Authore R. P. D. Cajetano Felice Verani, 
Clerico Regulari, Sacre Theologix Pro- 
feflore, nunc primum in lucem prodit. 
Monachii. Sumptibus Joannis Jacobi 


Remy Bibliopolz, formis Mathizx Riedel. 
1710. 


That is, Zhe Art of raifing © curbing the 
Paffions, in order to free Men from their 
Empire, and lead them to the Chriftian Li- 
Lerty through the way to Heaven. AWork 
divided into Three Volumes ; proper to re- 


form Manners, to remove Vices, to promote 
Virtue and Religion, and put a ftop to Im- 
piety ; full of Sacred and Prophane Learn- 
ing, and of great ufe to Preachers, and Af- 
ceticks, and to all thofe, who apply them- 
felves to the Pradtice of Chriffian Virtues. 
By the R. F. D. Cajetan Felix Verani, Re- 
gular Canon and Profeffor of Divinity. Mu- 
nich. 1710. Three Vol. in Folio. I. Vol. 
pagg. 701. Il. Vol. page. 762. III. Pol. 
pagg. 768, 


Asher Verani’s Defign is to fhew by what 
Method Men may be led to the practice 

of Virtue, and enabled co fhun Vice. He be- 
gins with general Rules concerning the Art of 
Moving and Perfuading ; and then enquires 
into the Caufes of the feveral Paflions, where- 
with Men are agitated. The Internal Caufes 
are, in his Opinion, the different Tempers, 
and the various Structure of the Organs. The 
External Caufes are the Aliments. which, ac- 
cording co their different Qualicies, occafion 
different Inclinations; Whereupon he mentions 
a Child, who having been nurfed with Goat’s 
Milk, could not forbear leaping at all times, 
when he. grew in Years ; and another, who 
having been nurfed with Sow’s Milk, took al- 
ways great Delight in wallowing in the Mire. 
He alfo reckons Medicaments among the Exter- 
nal Caufes of Men’s Pailions : Which was the 
Reafon, fays he, why Carneades ufed to clear 
his Head with Hellebore before he entered upon 
a Difpute, being perfuaded that it prevented 
the foul Humours of the Stomach from getting 
into the Seat of the Soul, and making the Mind 
heavy. The Author adds, that the wicked Spi- 
rits are alfo fome Extefnal Caufes of our Paf- 
fions. After feveral Refiexions he comes to 
Particulars : He takes a View of all Human Paf- 
fions, to fhew how dangerous they are, and ac 
the fame time teaches us how to overcome them, 
The following Example will enable the Rea- 
ders to judge of the Charaéer of this Author. 
Men,fays he, have naturally a great Inclination 
for Pleafure: They will fuffer nothing ; and 
yet Patience under Affliictions is the only thing, 
that can procure them a folid Pleafure and a true 
Glory. We ought to fuffer patiently , “* as. we 
** are taught by the Example of Chrift himfelf, 
who wasledto the Slaughter like a Sheep. 
Good Horfes.are fo teachable in a Manage, 
that they will not only run or ftop when their 
Matter bids ’em, throw up their Fore-Legs, 
ftamp with their Feet, and turn all manner 
of Ways, but alfo fall on their Knees, that 
their Mafter may more eafily get on their 
Backs : Which cannot be expected from vile 
and contemptible Cart-Horfes. Alexander 
* had a Horfe call’d Bucephalus: That Horfe 
* adorn’d with rich Trappings , foaming and 
champing the Bit , fuffered no body to ride 
* him but his Mafter. Why then fhan’t we 
learn to fubmit to.our Divine Mafter? Lec 
us acknowledge that Jefus Chrift is our King, 
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 Tetus bend our Knees,and be directed by him, 
to do or fufter whatever he thinks fit. We read 
“ in Theodoret, that the Devil threaten’d to beat 
“ an Anachoret, unlefs he left his Solitude, and 
“ went intothe World. The Anachoret, with- 
out being concerned, told him in cold Blood, 
“ and with a Smile ; Either God will, or will 
not fuffer thee to abufe me: If he will fui- 
“ fer it, I fhall joyfully bear thy Blows , be- 
“ caufe then God himfelf will ftrike me ; but 
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if he will noe permit it, I laugh at thy 
“ Threatnings , becaufe thou wilt never be 
“ able to fatisfy thy Defires, whatever Rage 
“ and Fury thou may’ft be tranfported with, 
“© This is what each of us ought to fay to his 
** Enemies: If God will permit you to do me 
“ Mifchief, Gc”. This Work is full of fuch 
Devout and Pious Reflections, attended with 
feveral Hiftorical Paflages. The Author de. 
fign’d it chiefly for che Ufe of Preachers. 
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WITTEMBERG. 


Wolfus defigns to publifh Three Hundred E iftles 
M. of Libanius, with a Latin Tranflation and feveral 
Notes of his own. That Learned Man has lately put 
out anew Edition of Phedrus, wherein he vindicates 
Gudius’s Notes upon that Author againft M. Gronovius. 


HALL. 


Ay Michaelis, affilted by the Oriental College of Di- 
LYE. vinity, is printing an Hebrew Bible in 4fo. and 
120. carefully po with feveral Manufcript and 
Printed Copies, illuftrated with many parallel Places, and 
thort Notes, @c. They are advanced as far as the Minor 
Prophets, which are now actually in the Prefs. That ex- 
cellent Edition will be publith’d with this Title : 

Biblia Hebraica, ex aliquot Manufcriptis © compluribus 
smpreffis Codicibus, item Mafra, tam edita quam manufcripta, 
aliifque Hebraorum Criticis , diligenter recenfita. Prater no- 
va Lemmata Textus S. accedunt loca Scripture Parallela, Ver- 
balia, © Realia , brevefque Note, cum nucleo Grace LX X. 
Interpretum © Orientalium Verfionum : Nec non feletta Vari- 
antes Leftiones. Prodeunt in Academia Fridericiana, Cura 
40. Heinr. Michaelis, P. P. © opera Collegii Oriental;s Theolo- 
gici. Hale Magdeburgice , Typis O° Sumptibus Orphano- 
trophet. ; , 

The following Treatife concerning the Satisfa&tion of 
Chrift, has been lately printed. 

Joh. Guftavi Reinbecks , V. D. M. Adj. Berolin. de Redem- 
ptione per Lytron Traftatio Theol. qua Satisfattio Chrifti, una 
cum dofrine hujus genuino ad Santtimoniam dull u afferitur, 
eoque fine Democriti Chriftiani Scriptum, vuulgo Apoftolical 
Guide to true Juftification, examinatur. Cum Prafatione 
Pauli Antonii Theol. D. & P. P.in Academia Halenfi. Hale 
Magdeb. Sumptibus Orphanotrophei. 1710. 


PARTS. 


Ather de Sainte Marthe, a Religious of the Abbey of 
St. Germain des Prez, has been a long time preparing a 
new Edition of the Book, entitl'd Gallia Chriftiana, printed 
in 1666. This Edition will be much larger than the firft, 
becaufe it will contain all the Difcoveries that have been 
made in Antiquity ever fince. The new Editor informs 
us, that it will be alfo more accurate and difpofed in a 
becterOrder,becaufe he has divided hisWork into Ecclefi- 
aftical Provinces: By which means, the Suffragan-Bifhops 
will be brought nearer their Metropolitans , and the Ab- 
bors nearer their Bifhops ; ‘which is of no fmall ufe to 
clear their Hiftory. 

When the late Affembly of the Clergy were inform’d 
of the Defign of Father de Sainte Marthe , they appointed 
the Archbifhop of Narbonne, and the Abbot de Premeaux to 
examine that Work. The Prelate gave an Account of his 
Commiffion the 17. of ?une in a Difcourfe, which he made 
ina full Affembly. He enlarged upon the Ulefulncis of 
that Work, and faid that the Clergy of France did always 
exprefs a great defire to fee it printed, fince they honoured 
with their ProteGion all thofe, that went about it. John 
Chenu, added he, gave as it were a Specimen of it in 1621. 
Claudius Robert, great Archdeacon of Chalons upon Saone, 
publith’d in 1626. amore perfe& ColleSion of the Arch- 


bifhops and Bifhops of France ; but perceiving that there 
were many things wanting in his Colle&tion, he exhorted 
Meflieurs de Sainte Marthe to write upon that Subject, 
They were alfo exhorted to it by a Deliberation of the 
Affembly of theClergy in 1645. who defired them to get it 
printed afloon as poffible. Meflieurs de Sainte Marthe 
died about that Time: The Children of Scevolg 
prefented the Work of their Father and their Uncle to 
the Affembly of the Clergy in 1655. and 1656. to have it 
examined by thofe, whom the affembly fhould think fir 
to appoint for that Purpofe. Though that Work was then 
approved and commended by M. de Marca, Archbifhop 
of Touloufe, and the other Examiners appointed by the Af- 
fembly ; the Editors found that many things wanted {till 
to be added to it : Which was the Reafon why they pro« 
mifed to put out a Second Edition ; but they never pub- 
lifh’d it. _ Father de Sainte Marthe , faid the Prelate, who 
has inherited their Name, their Love for Learning , and 
their Zeal for the Service of the Clergy of France, defigns 
to fulfil their Promife, if the Affembly will be pleafed to _ 
honour him with his Prote&tion. Every body applauded 
the Difcourfe of the Archbifhop of Narbonne , and it was 
refolved to print a Circular Letter, direfted to all the 
Prelates of France, whereby they fhould be defired to help 
Father de Sainte Marthe in every thing, that lies in theic 
Power, particularly in the fearch of Charters and ancient 
Monuments, which he wants to compleat his new Editi- 
on of the Gaia Chriftiana, This Work is in good For- 
wardnefs. 

M. Petis de Lacroix, Dean of the King’s Secretaries and 
Interpreters, Reader and Profeffor in the Royal College, 
has publith’d fome pa Stories, entitl’d , /es Mille & un 
Jour, (a Thoufand and one Day.) He fays, they are Indi 
dian Plays, turn’d into Perfiaw Stories by the Dervice Mo. 
cles. He adds, that this Dervice communicated them to 
him, and gave him leave to tranfcribe em. Thofe, who 
have read , * Les Mile Gy une Nuit , (a Thoufand and one 
Night,) willeafily form a Notion of the Mille & unm Jour. 
*Tis thefame Method , the fame Tafte , and the fame De. 
fign ; only with this Difference , that in the Mize & une 
Nuit, a Prince is prepofleft againft Women; whereas in 
- Mile & un Jour, a Princefs is prepofleft againtt 

en. - 

M. Bourmon , {worn Writing-Mafter, Book-Keeper, A- 
rithmetician, nominated by the Parliament for the Veri- 
fication of Writings, Signatures, Accompts and Compu- 
tations, has newly put out a New Arithmetick. 

L’ Arithmetique Pratique appliquée au Commerce, aux Fi- 
nances, ala Banque, au Palais & al’ Art Militaire. Ouve 
rage plus complet que tous ceux, gui ont paru jufqu’ a prefent 
Sur ce Sujet. In 120. 

The Author gives notice , That all Copies not Sign’d 
with his own Hand, will be Counterfeit. 





* That Bock has been tranflated into Englith, and printed 
with this Title, Arabian Nights Entertainments. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


es Genticmen, who bene w net where to buy this 

Paper, are defired to {end their Names by the 

Penny Poff, direcied te Mrs. Baldwin near the Ox- 

ford-Arms in Warwick Lane, and they fhall have 
it left at their Heufes. 
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